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Purpose of this document
The purpose of this document is to bring out the summary points from the lecture delivered by Dr. Vyasanakere Prabhanajanacharya as a part of the “Madhvacharya for the Youth” series conducted under the auspices of Sri Vyasa Madhva Samshodhana Pratishthana.  The purpose of the workshop was to bring out some lessons in how we can develop our personality through the great text and characters of Ramayana. The epic written originally by Lord Hayagreeva himself and later abridged by Sage Valmiki, when studied in the light of Madhvacharya’s superb commentary, Mahabharata Tatparyanirnaya, gives us some great lessons of how to lead a great life learnt from Rama, Sita, Hanuman and others and not to lead a lowly life like Ravana, Manthara etc. The document is not a comprehensive account or assimilation of the lecture delivered, but seeks to capture some salient points from the same.  Any error in the process is seriously regretted.


Summary Points

Our puranas are meant to provide us with valuable lessons on how to lead a superior life in this world as well as the life beyond.  The reason we do not find the connection is that we do not view them as workbooks of our life but as relics rooted in mythology.  However when we study the texts closely, a new meaning emerges which will serve us well at all times.
Lesson # One – Looking at oneself critically- Lesson from Lord Rama 
· The stage of Ramayana is when it has been decided to adorn Lord Rama as the King.
· At the eleventh hour, Kaikeyi under the bad influence of Manthara, demands that King Dasharatha fulfills two of her wishes that he had promised to her-one to send Rama to the forest and second to ascend Bharatha, her son, on the throne.
· At this stage Rama enters the palace and sees Dasharatha on the floor, crestfallen.  He touches the feet of Dasharatha and Kaikeyi and asks as to why Dasharatha is unhappy.  

· First he checks if he has committed any mistakes.  When replied to in negative sequentially he checks if any of his brothers, ministers etc have committed some mistakes which has saddened the King.  Last, he asks her if she is the cause for the same.
· His checking if it his mistake that saddened Dasharatha, Rama gives us valuable lessons in how to introspect and look for mistakes and drawbacks in ourselves.  This helps us in two ways-if there is a mistake on one’s part, it can be rectified. If there is none, one can emerge more confident of ones abilities and goodness.  Rama is unblemished and yet adopts this approach to teach mortals like us.
· Also we always want others to be role models for us, but seldom look at being role models for others.  The results will always be positive like Lord Rama ascending to the throne of Ayodhya (symbolically)

Lesson # Two- Making the sacrifice for the right cause- The story of Guha
· Guha is the king of fishermen whom Rama meets during his stay in the forest and is aware of the background of why Rama is in the forest. He is deeply saddened by the events but stays away from commenting on the same as it does not concern him directly.
· He offers Rama his entire kingdom and says that for 14 years Rama live there and rule his (Guha’s) kingdom.
· He displays the highest level of conduct by sacrificing everything he has on the feet of the Lord.
· It is worth noting that Guha hails from a lowly caste but practices some very high ideals in life.
· The lesson from this episode -one should sacrifice for the right cause and for the right person.

· Rama’s reaction is that of refusing the same.  He says that Kaikeyi’s wish was that he stays in the forest.  Thus he does not look for loopholes in his promise to his father but wants to fulfill the same in deed and spirit.  He does not want to project a pseudo-greatness and false image of himself but what he is truly.
Lesson # Three – Lessons of honesty and sacrifice from Bharata 
· When Bharata returns to Ayodhya, he is told by Kaikeyi that she has sought two boons for him-one to make him the king and send Rama away to the forest.  This infuriates him and he takes two vows- that he will never rule as a king ever in his life and that he will bring Rama back and install him as the king.  
· In today’s world where people always try to usurp others’ words Bharata sets a very high benchmarking of being honest in refusing something that is not rightfully his.

Lesson # Four – Lessons on principles are more important than succeeding in meeting one’s lowly ends
· Lord Rama is faced with a situation when he has to choose between Vali and Sugreeva.
· Vali, the more powerful of the two invites Rama to his side saying that he will help Rama find Sita.

· To this Rama’s reply is that it is because of this attitude of Rama that he will not join him.

· For Rama his self esteem is more important than serving his purpose of finding Sita.

· (That Sita is always with him and never separated is another issue altogether)
Lesson # Five – Lessons on tutorship by Rama
· When Rama decides to side Sugreeva, Sugreeva puts two challenges in front of him to test his strength.
· First he asks Rama to throw a dead wild bull which was earlier killed by Vali and thrown about one yojana (about 16 kms). Lord Rama is not perturbed but replies that he will do so.  By the tip of his toe, Rama gently pushes the bull which then flies into oblivion never to be traced back again.
· Similarly Sugreeva also asks Rama to cut seven palm tress with one arrow.  Rama does so with immaculate ease.

· Rama teaches the valuable lesson that a truly confident person should never avoid a test, even if the same is done by some lowly person.  Exactly like a good teacher should not avoid answering questions.
Lesson # Six – Lessons in leadership and oratory from Hanuman

· In their pursuit of Sita, the group of monkeys is at one stage struck in a tunnel and loses one month’s time trying to come out.

· At this stage they decide to give up the search and instead settle down in that place living on the fruits available in that place.
· Every one agrees to this, except Hanuman.

· Hanuman like a true leader who is right himself and also believes in setting others right tells them that their thought and deeds are not right at all.  He then tells them as to how they will be committing a grave blunder by doing so and fall in the eyes of Rama and Sugreeva.
· He then motivates them to continue their search.  The monkeys are immediately convinced about Hanuman’s greatness and continue their search.  It is for this reason that Lord Vayu is called Vishwaguru.

· Further Hanuman creates havoc in Lanka, killing Aksha Kumara, one of Ravana’s two sons and setting fire to the entire city.  Badly shaken for the first time, Ravana asks Hanuman as to how many people are there in Rama’s army like Hanuman.  To this Hanuman replies that in Rama’s army he (Hanuman) is the weakest person, to the shock of Ravana.

· Hanuman’s reply is not based on some imagination or not given with an intention to scare Ravana alone but out of the conviction that in Rama’s army everyone derives strength from Rama. If Rama so desires, all can have infinite powers and hence more powerful than himself.
· Hanuman speaks with clarity, without confusion or bias and any fear.  Fearlessness is because of spiritual as well as moral strength.

· When Rama is installed as the King of Ayodhya, he asks all the people what they want as gifts for the service they have rendered to him.  But says that Hanuman is like his brother to him and asks Hanuman what he wants.  To this, Hanuman replies he would like always serve at the lotus feet of Rama and he would like the Bhakti in Lord Rama to increase every second.  Hanuman displays his true greatness.
The lecture was followed by an Interactive session and Anugraha Bhashana by Sri Sri 1008 Vishvesha Teertha Swamiji of Udupi Pejawar Mutt.
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