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Preface:

The purpose of this text is to bring out the salient/summary points of the lecture on the topic “Vidura Neeti” from the 10th workshop of the “Madhvacharya for the Youth Series”. This document basically collects and put together the essential points of the discourse. 

· Vidura Neeti is regarded, as the one of the most important topics of Mahabharatha, is also as important and as significant as others like BhagavadGeetha & Vishnusahasranama. This episode appears in the Udyoga Parva. 

· Dhritharashtra sends Sanjaya as the representative of Hastinapura to Pandavas for talks on the issue, after they successfully complete 13 years of exile, when they ask to have their part of the kingdom. Dhritharashtra would have advised Pandavas that you don’t ask for your share of the kingdom. Spend the rest of your life as you spent your exile. There is no need to have kingdom and rule to lead your life further. You can lead a life even by begging. You can move to the province that come under Krishna and lead your life. I’m saying this because I know my son (Duryodhana) wont agree or listen to my words of giving your share of the kingdom but you being noble souls will obey my words. It is for your good I’m advising these to you. On hearing the message from Sanjaya, Yudhishtira replies they are asking their kingdom not for the desire to have it but for discharging their duties being Kshatriyas. It’s most important for us to look after the kingdom and protect our citizens. Also it is our kingdom, which the Kauravas have taken from us by cheating and wickedness. He out rightly rejects the advise sent and in reply indicates that if we don’t get them by peaceful means or via talks a fierce battle with the Kauravas will be inevitable to regain their lost kingdom. Hearing this reply from Yudhishtira, Sanjaya is shocked, since till that day Dharma raja had never disobeyed or declined any of the words/orders of the king. He takes this message back to Dhritharashtra. It would be night when Sanjaya reaches Hastinapura. He meets the king and says that he felt very humiliated for being the messenger of such advice from you and it was a very ignominious experience for him. But Dhritharashtra being still very hopeful expresses his desire to know their reply to his offer, to which Sanjaya says he will brief him more about their reply the next morning. Hearing this king becomes very restless and loses his sleep. It was at this point in the very midnight he sends a word to his minister Vidura to meet him, to know the reason for he being sleepless that night. The conversation that happens on this issue between Vidura and Dhritharashtra, words of high moral what Vidura uttered came to be known as Vidura Neeti. The word “Neeti” has the meaning “words/statements which are beneficial and filled with high moral”. The important aspect, which should be given attention here, is that a Shudra by birth (Vidura) advises a Kshatriya (Dhritharashtra). This one incidence serves as an example for the famous saying in Sanskrit, from Manu smruthi
II Yukti yuktam vacho grahyam bAladapi shukadapi II 


The above verse means the words of wisdom should always be listened with concentration even if given by a Kid (bala) or be it by a parrot (shuka).

· On hearing the concern of the King, Vidura now starts explaining as to why one will have sleepless nights. He mentions below points in that regard 

1. Cultivates hatred against elders 

2. Cultivates hatred against good, strong/established people

3. One who is not strong (physiologically and mentally)

4. One who lacks in thorough preparation for the work he has to do

5. One who has committed theft

6. One who has obsessional desires (lustful desires) or bad wishes 

On hearing this from Vidura the king asks to explain in detail to which he continues saying with respect to the 1st point above, one who doesn’t respect the elderly people when they are present will face some effects which aren’t good. It is because of this in our culture whenever elders come, the youngsters have to stand up and pay the due respect by bowing in front of them and doing namaskara. One who doesn’t do this regularly will face some ill effects on his health and even unprecedented death. When one does the namaskara, the elders will bless him that he get good life, success & fame, strength and be smart. 

· Who is said to be a fool: He next continues to characterize who is a fool. A person who doesn’t respect those who are highly educated those in better position, those born in good family, those who are intelligent, is rendered a fool. He, who wishes for those things that should not be desired, and forsakes those that may legitimately be desired, and who bears malice to those that are powerful, is regarded to be a foolish soul. He who regards his foe as his friend, who hates and bears malice to his friend, and who commits wicked deeds, is said to be a person of foolish soul. He who divulges his projects, doubts in all things, and spends a long time in doing what requires a short time, is a fool. Worst of men are those who enter a place uninvited, and talk much without being asked, and reposes (keep) trust on untrustworthy wight (a human being) is a fool.
· Aithi Satkaara: Vidura proceeds further to mention how one has to welcome and treat their guests. The foremost thing that needs to be done is the guest should be welcomed and asked to take his/her seat making him comfortable. He has to be offered with water for washing his legs (for youngsters) or wash their feet if they are elders to us. He continues to say that one has to enquire their welfare to help them get a pleasant feeling and later they should be offered to something to drink or eat depending the time of the day. This procedure should be followed with due respect, Shradde, Bhakthi and not with ignorance or arrogance. Else the deities/divinities won’t accept/receive what we do and will not bless us, which according to the Shastras is a bad sign for any individual. Hence it is for this reason they say “AiTithi Devo Bhavao” i.e. guest are considered to be one of the forms in which divine souls come near us.

· Characteristics of knowledgeable person/scholar/erudite: He won’t get angry pretty easily and maintains his calmness all situations. He doesn’t express his desire or willingness to have money, property and will be always be neutral to worldly things. He perceives money and mire as being same. He won’t think about people who are wealthy and prosperous. Receives extol (praise) and abuse equally. Will posses an incessant thirst for knowledge. He always respects women (good, virtuous) since they are one responsible for prosperity of a man & a family.

· Next he proceeds further to convey some information about appropriate places for discussion of every topic be it related to politics, welfare of the kingdom etc. He says that issues that are confidential and need to be secret should be discussed in a quite and private place and with only the related and relevant people. Nothing should be discussed in presence of certain birds or animals like parrot, as they are capable of reproducing what they hear. Confidential data or information should be hidden from 3 types of people 1. Enemies 2. Fools 3. One who cannot maintain secrets in him (those who are educated and not sincere). Criminals who have committed very heinous crime should always be punished without any mercy. They never should be forgiven if they don’t deserve to be.

· He mentions that one should not go against or get angry with these people. 

1. With Deities and divine souls.

2. With Kings/rulers, in our general superior authorities

3. With Brahmins 

4. With elderly people (aged), kids, one who are not strong, with ill persons (patients).

· One should not prolong a debate or argument on an issue, which is small or insignificant. One who has not studied Vedas should never be invited for a shraadha. This is equivalent to calling a person, who is not a doctor, to treat a patient. Always any discussion should happen with an individual who is competent in that field or on the topic of discussion. Any king should renounce these seven faults, as they are able to ruin the effect of great monarchs firmly established. They are Misuse of wealth, harshness in speaking, Drinking, Hunting, women, Dice, Severity of punishment. One should not over joy with success, comfort or Luxury, which has failure or misery succeeding it very near future. Person seeking knowledge can never be knowledgeable without studying appropriate scriptures (Shastras) and without serving those people who are already learnt in that domain. Things that are lost in a sea are lost forever and any effort to search for it is useless. Without fire (Agni) there is no use of performing any Homa or Havana. One who doesn’t listen to any one should never be advised. One who has no control over his senses should never be taught with the Shastras. Politeness many times helps us get out from being interrogated or investigated. It is not possible to win over anger by being angrier but is only possible by forgiving the person of his committed act. One who does his religious rites (rituals) sincerely, on a routine basis is bound to be an effulgent person within a short period of time.

· He continues further with his words of wisdom on the different methods in which an individual should be examined or assessed by. First is by his appearance and his dressing code, 2nd by his place of dwelling and its interiors, 3rd by his behavior, 4th by his eating habits. Never be a friend of fool, one who has lot of pride, one who are involved in mad adventures most of the time. Never sleep alone or bath alone in a haunting/unfamiliar place or unexplored water source, respectively. Cultivate a polite behavior, be forgiving, don’t be jealous of somebody or something and assimilate brave & bold attitude. These are few virtues for one to be successful and to lead a healthy life. Make it a habit to start and do any work till the end, with great enthusiasm since that helps you to complete it at right time and in right way. People who have the habit of drinking, spending lavishly, one who are not ascetic, who are lazy, not enthusiastic, one who doesn’t have control over their sense fail to retain their gained wealth. Exertion, self-control, skill, carefulness, steadiness, memory and commencement of act after mature deliberation are the roots of prosperity. Austerities constitute the strength of ascetics; the Vedas are the strength of those conversant with them, in envy lies the strength of the wicked, and in forgiveness, the strength of the virtuous. These eight viz., water, roots, fruits, milk, ghee (clarified butter), what is done at the desire of a Brahman, or at the command of a preceptor, and medicine, are not destructive of a vow. That which is antagonistic (indicating opposition or resistance) to one’s own self, should never be applied in respect of another. Even this is virtue. Other kinds of virtue are Anger must be conquered by forgiveness; and the wicked must be conquered by honesty; the miser must be conquered by liberality, and falsehood must be conquered by truth.
· Achievements, period of life, fame, and power - these four always expand in the case of him that respectfully salutes his superiors and waits upon the old. Do not set your heart after these objects, which cannot be acquired except by very painful exertion, or by sacrificing righteousness, or by bowing down to an enemy. A man without knowledge is to be pitied; an act of intercourse that is not fruitful is to be pitied; the people of a kingdom that are without food are to be pitied; and a kingdom without a king is to be pitied. One cannot conquer sleep by lying down; women by desire, fire by fuel.

· Students who always aspire for Luxury and pleasure can never be educated and be a learned person. Only with shear hard work a student can complete his studies and be successful. Carelessness in waiting upon preceptor, haste, and boastness, are the three enemies of knowledge.

· Idleness, inattention, confusion of the intellect, restlessness, gathering for killing time, haughtiness, pride, and covetousness, - these seven constitute, it is said, the faults of students in the pursuit of learning. How can they that desire pleasure have knowledge? Students, again, engaged in the pursuit of learning, cannot have pleasure. Disciples (Votaries) of pleasure must give up knowledge, and disciples of knowledge must give up pleasure. Vidura also says that these two classes of people should be thrown into water being tied with stones 1. Wealthy people who don’t donate and 2. Poor people who don’t not worship/meditate the almighty.

· Vidura concludes his words of wisdom and advice, by warning Dhritharashtra that, by he being partial to Kauravas is committing a mistake which will destroy him and his dynasty for sure, since the Pandavas on the right path and he on the wrong one. 
II Nahi Gnanena sadrusham pavitramiha vidyate II

II Sri Krishnarpanamasthu II

